
The Mysterious Case of 
the Unknown Chemical

What should you do if you discover an unknown chemical? Follow these steps:

STEP 1
Don’t move it / leave in place.

STEP 2
Note any labels / documentation.

STEP 3
Contact EHS at ehs.info@ualberta.ca 
with all collected information.

STEP 4
Prevent similar finds.

EHS can’t accept unknown chemicals because 
it is against the law to transport them.
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What should you do if you discover an unknown chemical? Follow these steps:

STEP 1
Don’t move it / leave in place.
Take a picture without moving the item.

STEP 2
Note any labels / documentation. 
Determine who the items may have belonged to.

STEP 3
Contact EHS at ehs.info@ualberta.ca with all collected information. 
EHS will inspect the items and develop an action plan.

STEP 4
Prevent similar finds. 

Review chemicals regularly and dispose of waste via CHEMATIX. 

Identify unlabelled chemicals. 

Develop a procedure for the disposal of all chemicals and experimental products 
when staff/students leave the lab. 

Stored samples/products must be properly labelled with chemical name, date and 
researcher’s name.


